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Started in 1991, Jananeethi was registered as charitable society with 
its headquarters in Thrissur city, Kerala, India in 1992 under the Travancore-
Cochin Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies Act XII, 1955. The mission of 
Jananeethi is to protect the civil & human rights of all, to promote an informed 
and engaged citizenry to fight injustice, corruption and gender-based violence, 
and to preserve the diversity and integrity of nature and natural systems upon 
which all life depends, It’s major activities are the following:

Legal Aid & Access Justice: 
Free legal aid and consultation for access to justice has been the core activity 

of Jananeethi from its beginning. It includes examining the merits and demerits 
of a legal dispute, scrutiny of documents, the cost and consequences of the 
litigation, preparation of legal notice, affidavits and counter petitions, exploring 
various options available in law etc 

Mediated settlement of disputes: 
This is another major activity of Jananeethi, being availed by people from far 

and wide. On an average Jananeethi has been able to resolve 300-500 disputes 
every year with informed consent and  cooperation of all parties concerned. 

Justice as healing force: 
The target population of Jananeethi services has generally been victims of 

domestic & sexual violence, child abuse, corruption, hate politics, communal 
polarization, caste & ethnic bias and mal functioning of the law enforcement & 
judicial institutions.

A secular collective for 
Access to Justice.
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Therapeutic approach: 
It is an interdisciplinary enterprise 

between law, human rights, 
psychology, psychiatry, criminology, 
criminal justice, mental health and 
philosophy. The concept of therapeutic 
jurisprudence, according to Jananeethi, 
is multidisciplinary dealing with legal 
system that affects the emotions, 
behaviour and mental health of people. 

Clinical legal education - a tool 
and a strategy: 

Legal literacy is seen as a tool to 
bring about qualitative change at 
the grass-root level. The failure of 
execution of many laws has been 
attributed to the beneficiaries’ lack of 
awareness. 

Training of para-legal volunteers: 
Basic course in elementary laws are 

conducted for public spirited young 
men and women to be trained as bare-
foot lawyers / para-legal volunteers. 
This has been offered at Arts & Science 

colleges as Certified Programme as a 
top-up training course.

Centre for Victims of Torture:
Jananeethi houses a Centre for 

exploring and investigating into 
instances of police torture and custodial 
deaths in Kerala State. The facts-
finding reports with recommendations 
are submitted to State and National 
Human Rights Commissions and other 
relevant institutions for appropriate 
action and legal remediation.

Sensitization programmes: 
Non-governmental organizations, 

community-based organizations, faith 
groups, various service organizations, 
trade unions, youth groups, and self-
help groups also have larger space of 
improving the quality of life provided 
they are made conversant with 
respective legislations. Jananeethi with 
support from respective departments 
organize sensitization programmes for 
these groups on a regular basis. 

Environmental Advocacy & 
Facts-finding mission: 

Jananeethi undertook several 
facts-finding missions during its 
nearly three decades of existence. 
They are predominantly to expose 
environmental violations and 
encroachments on civil liberty and 
public wellbeing. Some of them like 
Coco Cola at Plachimada, Vagamon, 
Kadalundy train accident and NGIL at 
Kathikudam are most spectacular in 
content and social message.
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The climate justice movement in 
South Asia and in 
India in particular 
took a significant 
step with the launch 
of the South Asian 
People’s Action 
Climate crisis 
(SAPACC) on 27th 
September 2020 in 

Hyderabad. Representing Jananeethi, 
Advocate George Pulikuthiyil was part 
of its deliberations.

Over 300 people representing 
farmers’ organizations, trade 
union federations, indigenous 
people’s organizations, fisher 
groups, women’s organizations, 
environmental groups and few 
progressive political parties from 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
many parts of India met four days 

in Hyderabad. Participants in the 
meeting discussed key impacts of the 
climate crisis, critiqued the inadequacy 
of governments’ policies, presented 
ways toward ad demanded that the 
UN ad various governments declare a 
planetary climate crisis.

The coalition’s name itself reveals 
an important shift in how climate 
activities everywhere perceive the issue. 

South Asian People’s Action
 Against Climate Crisis (SAPACC):

It is impossible to overstate the crisis’s 
enormity. If emissions are not reduced, 
and sharply so, a combination of heat 
and humidity will ender many regions 
of South Asia unliveable. The ambient 
temperature will surge beyond our 
bodies’ physiological ability to lose 
heat, with certain death for anyone 
who stays outdoors for even for few 
hours.
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Custodial torture and death in 
police custody/violence has been of 
high priority in Jananeethi from its 
beginning. The first public interest 
case it had taken before the Kerala 
High Court was the custodial death 
of Gopi from Maruthorvattam area in 
Alleppy district in 1988. A special cell 
exclusively for exploring into incidents 
of torture and violence in police custody 
was set up in Jananeethi in 2019. 
Over a dozen of complaints of police 
custodial violence was investigated by 
Jananeethi during this period. Three of 
such cases were posted in the public 
hearing by National Human Rights 
Commission while it held a special 

sitting in Thiruvananthapuram in 2019. 

A significant breakthrough was 
effected by Jananeethi investigation 
into the so-called ‘Maoist encounter’ 
at Attappady in Palakkad district on 
28/29th of November 2019 killing 
four people including a woman. The 
independent report prepared and 
published by Jananeethi on this was 
widely accepted as the most relevant 
and facts-based one. The report was 
submitted to National Human Rights 
Commission, Supreme Court of India, 
National Legal Services Authority, Law 
Commission of India and such other 
government departments like the 
Home Department, Government of 
India.

Centre for Victims of Torture:
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This is a 3-year experimental 
program to improve the quality and 
standards of the health services 
provided at the public health centres in 
Kerala. We are in the second year now, 
but the activities have been adversely 
affected by the socio-political 
agitations followed by the Citizen’s 
Amendment Act passed in the Country 
that literally has divided the society 
into fragments. Following to that, the 
corona pandemic spread all over the 
world put a stop to all our activities. 
The members of the LSG institutions 
and the health department who  are 

the back-borne of our field activities 
have been loaded with life-saving 
engagements checking the spread 
of the virus. However, Jananeethi 
has been able to organize seminars/
workshops as was initially designed 
and further to organize few field visits 
trips to Punalur Municipal Hospital and 
to Attappady Tribal Speciality Hospital.

During the reporting period we 
were successful in completing two 
important seminars on health laws and 
policies. First program was conducted 
on 30th October 2019 at Changanpuzha 

Quality Improvement of Public Health Services with Community 
Participation for Increased Transparency: 

Hall, Thrissur in association with 
Govt. Nursing School, Thrissur. The 
second was a national seminar which 
was organized in partnership with 
four other likeminded organizations 
working in the health sector in Thrissur 
District. It was conducted on 12th 
January 2020 commemorating the 
World Universal Health Coverage 
Day. Another landmark program was 
the training of HMC members, LSG 
representatives and Hospital staff 
on proper functioning of HMC in 
accordance with HMC Rules 2010. 
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During the reporting year, there were 30 complaints of 
domestic/gender-based violence registered at Jananeethi. 
Jananeethi in principle does not prefer filing a formal 
complaint as per the Protection of Women from Domestic 
Violence as it may not help reconciliation or settlement of 
disputes. The concerned department in the government 
prefers formal filing of complaints as per law. Jananeethi 
prefers on priority basis assisted negotiation and settlement 
of disputes in an amicable atmosphere. Often the victim 
of violence/torture may not be aware of her legal rights 
and Constitutional entitlements. Ignorance always cause 
vulnerability. Hence, Jananeethi provides clinical legal 
education through which we empower the survivor of 
domestic violence/torture so as to decide on the legal 
remedies available to her. Through this method, Jananeethi 
was able to settle 17 cases during this period. In 3 instances 
proper legal opinion was given and one case was dropped 
by the respective party. Two cases were directed to be taken 
up in a court of law while seven cases are in the process of 
being settled. The nineth edition of Jananeethi pavilion at 
the International Pooram Exhibition grounds in Thrissur, as 
in the earlier years, attracted nearly half a million visitors. 
The general theme of the exhibition was the legal & human 
rights of women and legal remedies available to women in 
national and international law.

Combat Gender-based Violence: Child Sexual Abuses & Society:

Under the Women’s Desk at Jananeethi, sexual abuses 
of children are given top priority. In Kerala, there are dozens 
of instances wherein minor girl children are sexually 
abused and killed in certain cases. The infamous cases 
of Robin Vadakumcherry, Raju Kokken who were catholic 
priests at the time of the offences were much discussed in 
Kerala society. Jananeethi has impleaded in the criminal 
appeal case of Robin Vadakumcherry in Kerala High Court. 
The minor siblings of Walayar in Palakkad district who 
were brutally gang raped and subsequently killed with a 
gap of less than two months was another shock to the 
moral conscience of  Keralites. The accused were acquitted 
by the POSCO court without adequate evidence to convict 
them. The police, the prosecution and the judiciary failed 
to ensure justice to the minor girls who belonged to the 
SC community. Jananeethi was actively present in all the 
agitations and protests followed by the acquittal of the 
accused. Furthermore, Jananeethi has begun in organizing 
massive social survey in the area to explore the deep-
rooted causes of sexual abuses on women and children.
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Legal aid and legal consultation 
that are aimed at access to justice have 
been the core activity of Jananeethi 
at all times. This service constitutes 
the alternate dispute redressal (ADR) 
services of Jananeethi during last 30 
years of its existence. There were 77 
registered complaints in 2019-20 in 
Jananeethi by people from different 
places in Thrissur district and outside. 
Of them, 39 complaints are negotiated 
and mediated and finally settled 

amicably as per law. Legal proceeding 
was initiated in seven complaints 
having failed to reach out to mutual 
settlement. Four complaints were 
dropped by the parties concerned as 
there was nothing substantial in the 
complaint. There are 17 complaints 
being processed towards settlement. 
In ten complaints legal opinion and 
assessment was given giving options 
to the respective parties for settlement 
of disputes. In addition to all these 

Legal Aid & Access to Justice:

services, there were between 500 to 
600 visitors at jananeethi seeking legal 
assistance or advises on various issues 
that may have legal implications. A 
major part of Jananeethi services 
come under its online help. There 
were more than 3500 telephone calls 
to Jananeethi during this period for 
correct and dependable guidance in 
accordance with law.
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Empowerment of women through 
proper and continuous legal literacy 
and awareness programs intended to 
reach out to the women of low-income 
families in the rural areas of the home 
district of Thrissur has been a major 
concern of Jananeethi from the year 
1993. On account of the pandemic 
and lack of personnel in Jananeethi, 

we were not able to organize too 
many programmes this year compared 
to the past. However, there were 47 
awareness building sessions conducted 
at different parts of the district of 
Thrissur. Of them, 39 programmes 
were focussed on married women who 
are often subjected to various kinds 
of physical/mental/psychological 

Empowerment through Legal Literacy: 

violence and discriminations. And eight 
programmes were exclusively meant 
for adolescent girls. Jananeethi at its 
policy level has top priority to issues 
concerning women. The members of 
the Women’s Desk at Jananeethi are 
specialized in laws concerning women 
at national and international level.

9
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Jananeethi services to address 
sexual and gender-based violence 
and abuses are multi-disciplined. It 
includes the services of a professionally 
qualified clinical psychologist along 
with a lady lawyer who together 
analyse and evaluate each instance 
and provide therapeutic services 
towards complete healing of the 
survivor. Psycho-legal counselling 
provided at Jananeethi is meant not 
only for the survivor, but also the 
affected community including family 
members and close relatives of both 
the survivor as well as the perpetrator. 
It is called ‘Restorative Justice’ which is 
mandatory to reinstate harmony and 
wellbeing in the community. Individual 
counselling, family counselling, group 
therapy, yoga and meditation are 
strategic approaches towards healing. 
Jananeethi believes that justice should 

heal, without healing justice is not 
complete. Law and legal system are 
treated as therapeutic agents in the 
process.

Psycho-legal Therapeutic Services:
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Indian society has witnessed 

unprecedented strife and struggles 

accompanied by unbridled police 

atrocities over protesting communities 

in connection with Citizen’s 

Amendment Act (CAA) during the 

report year. Jananeethi, being a 

democratic, secular civil society 

organization was in the forefront 

of agitations, dharnas, campaigns 

organized at various parts of the state. 

Jananeethi organised series of public 

lectures at Kerala Sahitya Academy 

in the month of December 2019 on 

Prathirodathinte Varthamanam. The 

economic and political dimensions of 

the CAA was exposed in detail before 

the general public of Thrissur by 

Advocate Thampan Thomas, a leading 

lawyer and trade union activist in India 

who was member of the Parliament. 

Siva, a tribal woman, now 40 years 

of age and who has been a bonded 

labourer at the house of a highly 

influential political leader at Calicut 

was in news. Jananeethi along with the 

family members including father, sister 

and brother of Siva submitted a detailed 

complaint to the district collector of 

Calicut asking for immediate release 

of the woman from bondage and for 

monetary compensation to her and 

legal action against the offender. 

Jananeethi also organized couple of 

public meetings in Thrissur following 

the media reports on digital currency 

to be implemented in Thrissur district 

in next year.

Democracy & Human Rights:
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Jananeethi is in the process of filing a petition before the National Contact 
Point in Japan against the environmental violations of the Nitta Gelatine 
India Limited, a joint business enterprise of Japanese Nitta Gelatine and 
Kerala State Industrial Development Corporation at Kathikudam, near 
Chalakudy. Earlier Jananeethi had published a scientific study report 
on the damages caused on the environment, lives and livelihood of the 
people by the company. Jananeethi together with the Kerala Agricultural 
University and the Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi was working 
on Climate Change. A 2-day training programme was designed for 
agricultural officers, forest officials, officers of geology department, 
representatives of revenue department, environmental activists etc. 
Following the great students’ movement around the world on climate 
crisis, we too organized a state-level convention that was called ‘Students 
for Climate Resilience’ in Thrissur in which Jananeethi too was actively 
involved.

Environmental Advocacy: Net Working:
Issue-based cooperation and networking with 
other groups and organizations were accepted 
in principle in Jananeethi all these years. The 
core values of Jananeethi – democracy, diversity, 
secularism, human rights, gender, anti-fascist 
and anti-corruption campaigns, environmental 
protection, right to dissent etc are equally shared 
by several other groups and communities. 
Jananeethi always has joined with them in 
organizing people’s resistance in defending 
human and civil liberties. Protests in support 
of rape survivors, CAA supporters, victims of 
communalism and politics of hatred, victims of 
police excess on environmental activists and 
protesters against forceful land acquisitions etc 
are some of them.
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VISION: 

Jananeethi aims at radical changes in society, 
enabling the individuals and societies become aware 
of their inherent human rights and civil liberties, 
so that people may live in dignity and freedom, in 
consonance with the true dictates of humani ty in its 
widest scope and dimension.

MISSION: 

Jananeethi is committed to building a conflict-
free, litigation-free, just, equitable and ecologically 
sustainable society where all human and civil 
rights of all – in particular the poor, marginalized, 
unorganized and victims of violence, discrimination 
and corruptions – are fully respected and materialized 
in accordance with internationally accepted human 
rights norms and standards. We advocate a future 
without fear, suppression or violence, and we 
work towards democracy, rule of law, diversity, 
human rights, secularism, gender justice and good 
governance.

VISION
MISSION&

GuideStar Number (GSN)  : 1455
BRIDGE Number (Unique Global ID) : 3957310191
Darpan (NITI Aayog, Government of India) ID :  KL/2017/0115760
GuideStar India Certification Level : Gold Seal

Credibility Standards

IDENTITY

JANANEETHI is registered under the Travancore-Cochin Literary, 
Scientific and Charitable Societies Act XII of 1955
(Reg. No. 193/1992 dated 13th May 1992)
n MoA is available on request.
n JANANEETHI is registered u/s 80G of Income Tax Act 1961.
n JANANEETHI is registered under section 6(1)(a) of the 

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976 (FCRA Reg. No. 
052900324)

Visitors are welcome to the address given on the ‘contact 
us’ link on our website: www.jananeethi.org

NAME & ADDRESS OF MAIN BANKERS:

The Catholic Syrian Bank Ltd., Main Branch, Thrissur-680001.
State Bank of India, East Fort Branch, Thrissur-680005.

NAME & ADDRESS OF AUDITORS:

Mr. T.A. Thomachan, B.Com., FCA, Chartered Accountant,
Southern Shopping Complex, Veliyannur, Thrissur – 680021, 
Kerala State, India.
 17
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GOVERNANCE:

ExEcutivE committE

Donation to Jananeethi are eligible for the benefits 
of order U/S 80G (5) (VI) of the Income Tax Act.

FCRA Certificate No. 052900324
Our Bank:
The Catholic Syrian Bank, Main Branch, Thrissur-680 020,
Kerala, India.
SB A/c No. 0094-00964776-190001 (Local Donations)
Current A/c No.  0094-00971687-195001 (Foreign Donations)
IFS CODE : CSBK0000094

1. Dr. Ajayan Varkey

2. Ms.  Sheeba Babu

3. Ms. TV Asha

4. Prof. Binu Poornamodan

5. Mr. O.A. Sulfikar

6. Mr. Ajayan Melveettil

7. Adv. P. Sunilkumar

8. Mr. M.N. Suresh Babu

9. Ms. E. Jayasree

10. Ms.  VineethaThampi

1. Justice Madan B. Lokur
(Supreme Court, Retd.)

Chairman

2. Mr. B.R.P.  Bhaskar                                                               Member

3. Prof. K.G. Sankara Pillai Member

4. Adv. Vrinda Grover Member

5. Adv. R. Venkita Ramani Member

6. Adv. Amita Joseph Member

7. Dr. S.P.  Udayakumar Member

8. Dr. Usha Ramanathan Member

9. Ms. Vaishna Roy Member

1. Mr. N. Padmanabhan Chairman
2. Fr. JohnKavalakkatt Vice Chairperson

3. Adv. George Pulikuthiyil Secretary

4. Prof. N.N. Gokuldas Jt. Secretary

5. Dr. GeorgeMathen Treasurer

6. Dr. P. Indira Devi Member

7. Dr. Geetha Ramdas Member

8. Mr. C.L. Joy Member

9. (Vacant)

AdviSory BoArd BoArd of dirEctorS (2020 - 2023)

Specific Mission:
1. Dr.Jose P. Varghese       : Director, Academics & Training
2. Adv.George Pulikuthiyil : Executive Director 
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No remuneration, sitting fee or any other form of compensation has been paid to any member 
on the Board of Directors since inception of JANANEETHI.
The following reimbursements have been made to GB members:  Nil
DIRECTOR’S REMUNERATION: Nil
REMUNERATION OF 3 HIGHEST PAID STAFF MEMBERS:
REMUNERATION OF THE LOWEST PAID STAFF MEMBER:
STAFF DETAILS: (as on March 31, 2020)

Gender Paid full 
time

Paid part 
time

Paid 
Consultants

Unpaid 
Volunteers

Male 5 Nil Nil 10

Female 3 Nil Nil

Total 8 Nil Nil 10

Distribution of Staff according to
Salary levels (as on march 31, 2020)

Slab of gross salary (In Rs.) 
plus benefits paid to staff

Male Female Total

<5000 0 0

5000-10000 0 0

10000-25000 3 3 6

25000-50000 2 0 2

5 3 8

TOTAL COST OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL BY ALL STAFF DURING THE YEAR:
TOTAL COST OF NATIONAL TRAVEL BY ALL STAFF DURING THE YEAR: 

No. Name Designation Date Destination Purpose Gross Expense Sponsored by

1. Adv. Sunilkumar P. Executive Director 25/26 
Apr 19

Bangalore Workshop on Business and Human 
Rights by CIVIDEP

(Expense met by CIVIDEP)

2 Adv. George Pulikuthiyil Secretary 5/6
Dec 19

Chennai Learning Lab Boot Camp
Workshop cum Consultation

(Expense met by Oxfam, 
India)

ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSPARENCY
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Jananeethi 
P.B. No. 8, Mannuthy Post, Thrissur - 680 651, Kerala, India 
Tel : + 91 - 487 - 2963479/9495927338
E-mail : jananeethi@jananeethi.org./ pulikuthiyil@gmail.com 
Web : www. jananeethi.org 

Donations to Jananeethi are eligible for the benefits of order U/S 80 G (5) (VI) of the Income Tax Act.  FCRA Certificate No. 052900324
Our Bank :  The Catholic Syrian Bank, Main Branch, Thrissur - 680 020, Kerala, India, Current A/C No. 0094-00971687-195001  SB A/c No : 0094-00964776-190001

Non-discrimination policy: Jananeethi is committed to a policy against  discrimination based 
on race, colour, religion, gender, political beliefs, nationality, disability, age or sexual orientation.


